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EXPLORING WAYS OF SUSTAINABLE LIVING

� is is not your typical guidebook of Copenhagen. It shares the stories 
of local Copenhageners who have co-created the city that we know 
and love today. A common theme that connects these stories is the 
role of design as a tool to understand the Scandinavian values, urban 
development, and cultural experiences behind Copenhagen’s everyday 
livability. 

Copenhagen is growing rapidly, and is challenged with setting new 
standards in sustainable living. � is book brings together multi-
disciplinary design advocates sharing their personal experiences, 
re� ections, and visions for Copenhagen to engage city stakeholders in 
ensuring people-� rst, sustainable city development. Whether you are 
a tourist, student, designer, decision-maker, or urban enthusiast - we 
invite you to explore the city through the eyes of a local, and become 
inspired by the progressive ideas and development behind Copenhagen’s 
model for green growth.

HELLO, 
EXPLORER! 
HELLO, 
EXPLORER! 

Welcome to Copenhagen.

Exploring Copenhagen is published 
in cooperation with Scaledenmark, an 
architecture and urban design consultancy 
based in the Danish capital. � e goal 
of this book is to provide insight into 
Copenhagen’s best practice solutions 
through � rst-hand, local knowledge of the 
city through past and present. 

It is our vision to create a platform where 
visitors can learn from Copenhagen’s 
holistic planning approach and in turn 
become advocates for quality urban 
design solutions at home. When we 
advocate for an authentic user-experience 
as a visitor, we gain added-value for our 
own local experience as an everyday user. 
We help decision makers make better 
cities, and that includes you! 

� ank you for Exploring Copenhagen 
with us. 

Med venlig hilsen / Kind Regards

Bo

EXPLORING COPENHAGEN

What does it mean to be a 
Copenhagener? To those familiar with 
the city, it is a term of endearment that 
alludes to qualities of openness, social 
responsibility, and design-savvy. 

Living in Copenhagen, design is for 
and by the people. Copenhageners 
fundamentally expect beauty and 
functionality in their designed systems 
- whether it is found in their urban 
amenities, home furnishings, or consensus 
politics. 

Exploring Copenhagen surveys the 
diverse neighborhoods of its cityscape 
through local stories that reveal the 
global reach of Copenhagen’s everyday 
livability. Each chapter provides a glimpse 
into life as a Copenhagener from native 
and expat perspectives, exploring how 
the idiosyncrasies of place can reinforce 
elements of self-expression, ownership, 
and human-centered design. 

We welcome you to pick up this book 
and explore Copenhagen together with a 
Copenhagener. � e personal testimonies 
o� er a relatable guide to understanding 
the city’s cultural quirks - as well as the 
challenges and successes of its designed-
society. We look forward to exploring 
Copenhagen and sustainable ways of 
living with you. God rejse!

EXPLORING EXPLORING 
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12 MONTHS. 12 CHAPTERS. 
REFLECTING ON COPENHAGEN’S URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
THROUGH THE STORIES OF LOCAL CREATIVES



EXPLORING COPENHAGEN is a book 
that brings together multi-disciplinary 
design advocates sharing their personal 
experiences, reflections, and visions for 
Copenhagen to engage city stakeholders 
in ensuring people-first, sustainable city 
development. The stories explore the role 
of design as a tool to understand the global 
reach of Copenhagen’s everyday livability. 

EXPLORING COPENHAGEN features 12 
chapters over 12 months in Copenhagen, 
with personal interviews and testimonies 
describing the challenges and successes of 
the city’s diverse urban neighborhoods. The 
book is designed to illustrate Copenhagen 
through these personal narratives, in 
addition to hand-drawn depictions of the 
authors and the urban landscape. 

“It is our vision to create a platform where 
visitors can learn from Copenhagen’s holistic 
planning approach and in turn become 
advocates for quality urban design solutions 
at home. When we advocate for an authentic 
user-experience as a visitor, we gain added-
value for our own local experience as an 
everyday user. We help decision makers make 
better cities, and that includes you!” 

- Bo Christiansen (Founder, Scaledenmark)

books@scaledenmark.dk

PROLOGUE
Bo Christiansen

JANUARY - ØRESTAD
Yrjö Rossi

Livio Lamartina
FEBRUARY - NORDVEST

Dani Hill
MARCH - INNER CITY

Regitze Hess
APRIL - COPENHAGEN MOBILITY

Jonathan Reghev
Lise Lind

MAY - COPENHAGEN HARBOR
Lars B. Lindeberg

JUNE - VESTERBRO
Kristin Sørum

JULY - NØRREBRO
Bianca Hermansen & Sophia Schuff

AUGUST - AMAGER ØST
Jeff Risom

SEPTEMBER - ØSTERBRO
Pernille Bigum

OCTOBER - NORDHAVN
Christian Cold

NOVEMBER - ØRESUND
Alice Holmberg

DECEMBER - CPH AIRPORT
Kelly Nelson

EPILOGUE
Bo Christiansen
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EXPLORING COPENHAGEN  
can be purchased 

through the 
DAC Designshop in 

June 2018
225 DKK


